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birth of a new science and the birth of a new science has had the
backing of a popular movement outside the established univer-
sities. Turning-points in cultural history are not times when men
seek culture for the passive satisfaction of second-hand living.
They are times when men recognize that knowledge brings the
power to shape human destiny. In the present struggle between
Dictatorship and Democracy the future of Democracy may once
more depend on forcing new instruments of culture. As I see it
there is a worthier task for an organization like theW.E.A. than
bringing the culture of the universities to the humblest worker.
It can help to salvage Democracy^ by becoming the instrument
of a new social culture. By fearless criticism of the shortcomings
of our universities it can strengthen the hands of those who,
like Babbage in his own time, realize what a university could
be if it undertook the tasks worthy of its opportunities.

In England we have never regarded education as a bulwark
of Democracy. We have always relied on the fact that the Scots
and the Welsh value education more than we do. The belief that
education is above politics is a peculiarly English delusion and
the W.E.A. has been content to build on a foundation which has
no historical reality except the class character of English higher
education, and the snobbish belief that a rich man's education
is necessarily a good one to have. An education which aims at
enlarging the capacity for enjoyment in people who lack the
means, an education which cultivates a vague broadmindedness
about the burning questions of the moment without seeking
knowledge as an instrument for power cannot salvage Democracy
in its present hour of crisis and will not survive the perils which
beset it. If we do not undertake the serious business of creating
a new social culture, the song of beauty and art and love
will double us up and drag us down and damn our souls
alive.

Incompetence of democratic statesmanship in this country is
the inescapable penalty of putting education above politics. The
survival of Democracy depends on providing the kind of educa-
tion which fits men to solve the problems of their own tune.